Let’'s Celebrate!

It's a new year! Did you celebrate the first new day? Wear a silly hat, laugh, and
blow a noisemaker?

Did you celebrate the second new day? The third, fourth, and fifth new days of
the year? No? Aren't they just as special? “Hmmm...Not really,” you say? What
about Psalm 118:24: “This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be
glad init.”

Sounds like silly hats and noisemakers could be on God’s agenda for every day!

It's easy to rejoice when holidays on the calendar prompt us to but much harder
when everyday life becomes...everyday life. A few days after the New Year's
celebration, the hats and noisemakers usually get tossed in the trash. Often, along
with them goes the joy for rejoicing in the everyday days ahead.

This year can be different. Forget the “l won't do this and | will do that” type of New
Year's resolutions; try a new way of thinking instead. As part of each new day, find
something to rejoice about. It could be a beautiful sunrise, encouragement from a
friend, or an answered prayer. There are also the unexpected joys in everyday life,
like laughing with your family when you burn the rolls (again), a spontaneous smile
from a grouchy co-worker, or the friend who brings you chocolate on the
moderately worst day of your life.

Our slogan as Christians should be “Just Celebrate.” Celebrate because every
day God desires for us to see him at work in our lives. To catch a glimpse of God,
a “God sighting” in the everyday-ness of life, makes us stop and rejoice in

his presence.

This year, make a new calendar—a “joy for today” calendar. Each day, write down
one thing (or more) you can rejoice about. And keep that silly hat where you can
see it to remind you to celebrate every day!
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“Each morning | will sing
with joy about your
unfailing love.”

—Psalm 59:16

THINK ABOUT IT

Today I can sing for joy
because:






